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—IJ Arirmardana Pandyan was ruling at
Madurai. He had appointed Thiruvadha-
viirar &s his prime minister. One day a
General appeared in the roval cour.

Your majesty, fine Arab horses have arrved
at the eastern sea-shore of the Chola
kingdom and are availzble for sale. We arg in
urgent need of horses for the amy.

O Thimvadha-
vursr, pleaso take
sufficient moncay
from the treasury
and purchass ss
many good horsas |
as possible. |

The next day Thirwvadhavarar proceeded

o the sea-shore riding in a palanguin and

| accompanied by royal roops. Camels carfad
ihe bags of goid.

ﬂ Lord Siva decided to shower His grace

on Thiruvadhavurar, He took His seat
under & banyen tree in the fown of |
Thiruperunthurai. He was surrgunded by
His disciples, Seeing this...

i! Thircvadhavurar got down from the
palanguin and made salutations to the |
Lord. Then the Lord gave him & manfre and
showeed him His divine form.

Thirwadhavurar forgoel himsslf and adomed |
the Lord with & garand of hymins glowing like
rubies, He became Manickavachakar (Qne

(whose speach is like that of ruby).
i Manickavachakar, Come.

7 Your wish is
3 my fortune. 1
s 7

Suldiers! Go and inform the King that
| Ishall be in Madural with the horses in June, |

|
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arrest and bring Thinwvadhavurar. The soldiers |
brought him before the king.

Your majesty, the horses will surely be
here on the Mulam day of July.

Is that 50! Till then keap this cheat in
prison and toriure him.

ﬂ The warders imprisoned the minister
in a dark cell and made him carmry heavy bricks.

ﬂ By Lord Siva's grace afl the jackals

6] When the horses did not turn upin June
in that area became transformed into horses

the king sent the soldiars to guestion the

Prime Minister. on the night of Mulam. Siva's attendants

Oh Lord! What am | to do now? bacame the horsamen and the Lord Himself

| Whatam | to reply tothe king? appeared s their captain, This procession
—| lentered the streets of Madurai in great

‘%W splendour early the next morning,
Send war AN
that the horses

fl
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2 Then the Prime Minister forgot the mission

entrusted to him by the king. Ha spant all the
money he had brought for purchase of horses
for the renovation of the Sivalemple,

| Declared the Lard's formless woice.

_T_J Theking came 1o know that his minister had
not used the money to purchase horses but

had uwsed it all for ftemple construction.
Extremely angry, he ordered the soldiers to
arrest and bring Thiruvadhavurar, The soldiers
prought him before the king.

Your majesty, the horsas will surely be
here on the Mulam day of July

I5 that sol Till then keep this cheat in
prizon and torture Rim.

8| The warders imprisoned the ministar
ina dark call and made him carny heawy bricks.

ﬂ When the horses did not tum up in June
the king sent the soldisrs o guestion the
Prirme Minister.

Oh Lerd! What am | lo do now?
What am | to reply to the king?
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ﬂ By Lord Siva's grace all the jackals
in that area became fransformed into horses
on the night of Mulam. Siva’'s  attendants
Decame the horsemen and the Lord Himself
appeared as their captain. This procession
entered the streets of Madurai in great
splendour early e next morming.
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ﬂ Oh! What marvelious horses and 12| That night ol over the town ihare Was
' Soidi i heard the howling of jackals. The king
m_rrseman. vidigrs, at ence go and free ne woke up and looked. |
ninister and saluting him bring him here. L

ARl What fraud! Jackals have appeared
as horses! Seiza that cheal of a minister
and put him in jail. Give him  severs
punishment.
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1ﬂThiru'm'au::il'lmuur“ar, | harassed you | b G h & el A
noughtiessly. Please fargive me, 14| By the will of the Lord, Vaigal river
\ syddenly burst into floods and the
e o [r— ol B H
g ke water entered the city.
- L -y 4 The king came running.

‘ One persen from each house should gome o
| | close the gap in the bund. The flood must he

halted by piling up earth. .
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I 5i People began to gather at the bank of the|

river with basket loads of earth, There was
an old woman who was living by selling bread.
Her name was Vandhi. She was searching for
some ona who would take over her share of
transporing earth. The Lord Himgelf came to
hgr in Lhe guise of a labourer,

[ Grandmal | shall carry the earth on your
behall. Will you give me bread as reward?

My boy! You will 2arm a million blessings.
[ shall give you plenty of bread. Please go on my
behalfand dig up and carry he earth.

E‘ All wera warking vigorously. Only the old
woman's helper sat on the rver bank,
emoying the work of the others. The King
noticed this,

[ Hello! Who are you, having fun
watching others at work?

Thanks té -Ramakrish Misgsion Madras.

|

1ii The king whipped him and the blows fell on

the backs of everyone therel The king also
smarted at tha bBlow, but at once he realized
what had happened. He ran to
Thiruvadhavurar in the jail.

O, beloved of Lord Sival Please forgive
me. | never realized that il the wealth thai
I thought was mine is really God's.

It was quite right that you spent all that
waalth in the service of the Lord. It was by
your grace that the Lord gave me darshan
as horseman. You must pardon me for nol
undarstanding this.,

By the Lord's grace the flood -
water subsided. Manicka-
vachakar ook leave of the
| king and took sannyas.
He visited many Siva
templas and finally arrived at |
Chidambaram. There he got ,ﬁ_ |
mierged in the Lord.
Manickavachakar composed
the hymn known as L
Thiruvachakam. It remains 3 h,m.q.
priceless treasura for afll
Tamilians, breathing as it does the
fragrance of
the glory of God.




