THIRUJNANA SAMBANDHAR -

Story t HY
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Thanks to Ramakrishna Mission Madras.

H In Sirkazhi Sivapadahridayar, a great
devotee of Lord Siva, was bathing in the
temple tank. On the bank his three year old
son Sambandhar was sitting. The father,
rapeating mantras, did not come out of the
water for a long time. The child got afraid and
bagan to cry looking towards the temple.

_:3: When the father came back 1o the bank he
found milk oozing from his son’s mouth, He

Lo became angry.
Y

Whe gave you rilk to drink?
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It was the Lord Siva there, donning the
aar-pendant...

i] Hearing the child's cry Lord Siva and

consort Umnadevi appearad near the child,

At the behest of the Lond the Divine Mother fed

tha child with the millk that iz Siva’s divine

wisdorn, That very instant the child became
Thirujnana Sambandhar.
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4 J Sivapada was overwhelmed with wonder
P at this episode.. And hearing about i
E the people of the wvillage came rushing to
the place and caried Sambandhar homa in
procession.
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b Orne day Sambandhar started for a place
s called Thirukolakka, accompanied by
devotess, and singing a ten-line stanza,
clapping hands in tune. When he reached the
ternple Lord Siva presented him with a pair o
golden cymbals, ;

See, see! What | have in hand! Golden cymbals
with the five-lsttered mantra etrihed on theri'l.f;

EI Whenever Sambandhar went on pilgrim-

age to various temples his fathar would
carry him on his shoulders. In a place called
Thirunehvayil the priests met him at the temple
gate and honoured him.

They said, 'Master, the Lord appeared to us in

a dream and asked ug to present to you thig

pearl palanquin, umbrella and other

hparaphemalia. Hindly accept them.
el §- TRE, L

S—

1o gpraad His glory all over the land.
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? At Sirkazhi, he was invested with theptis
£ sacre.n:l thread. On that occasion he notiiE
i-gtﬁ" only explained the meaning of the Veda|lhE
ommantras, but also elucidated thefd
Bhgreatness of the Namasivaya mantra 55
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He visited many templas, his palanguin
being carried by the devotees and he
himself singing the glory of the Lord. King
Kollimazhavan of Mazhanadu was awaiting his
arrival at the temple gate.

Master! You must kindly save my
daughtar who is suffering from an
» incurable discase.
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Master, save the girl lving before you,

Az goon as Sambandhar sang a hymn in

praise of God the girl got up, free from pain.
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H Sambandhar was staying at
Thiruppugalur. He got the news that
Thirunavukkarasar, a great Saivite saint, was
corning from Thirovarur to reet him. He was
also called Appar. Sambandhar himself
started to walcome him.

E! Outside the town the two saints stood
bowing to each other and embracing
each other.

O boy-saintl | have come here sager 1o meet
youl, having heard so much about the miracles
you have performed at various places.
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O father-saintl | know about your sacred
service of cleaning up shrine premises and
performing other services to Lord Siva, | am
blessed by seeing you,

H-l After staying there for a few days the
pair staited wisiting temples together.
Instead of fiding in the pear palanquin
Sambandhar walked along with Appar.

Master, you should not walk. When the Lord
has sent you the palanquin should you keep
walking with me? :

Sir, if you so ingist you please go in front,
I shall follow you from behind.

EF Both reached Thiruveszhimalai and
extolled the Lord, singing hymns. Famine
was raging there and people were unable to gst
food. Lord Siva appearaedin a dream.
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i condingly the two bought provisions
with the gold coins presented by the Lord, and R Apﬁ' 5;3“9 w;‘vhh‘-"mgsl ﬂ”dd 1;:*‘
satisfied the hunger of the masses. S Clodr i not open. When, dejscled, he

sang one more hymn, the bolts got
wilhdrawn and the door opened. Both
worshipped the Lond and retumed.

(I want you to sing a hymn so that this door
wili open and close withowt hiteh for

devotees to have convenient darsan of
ﬂﬂ Loxrcd, i bR i B A

In a few days it rained heavily and .'
faming disappearad. The two saints reached
Vedaranyar, the forest of Vedas.

|HU-W Is it that the front door of the shrine | {After singing one hymn) Hencaforward

remaing closed? Why do devotess go in the door will be easy to open and cloge!

wthrough other gates?
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_K,‘-"'ﬂ' o _lﬁj Even when | sang ten hymns the door

did not open. | had to sing one maore.
But as scon as you sang one i
became easy to open and close the

Once the Vedas
came hare,
worshipped the Lord
and went away closing
\r\rthis douor. From that
| | time it is like this.

| | Master, The Lord wanted to hear you sing
O Apparl We must worship the Lord by | Mreand more and so kept the door closed,
- going in through this door, But He could not stand more than one of my
So please sing a hymn praying for the | | hymns and soclosed the dooratonce.

removal of the bolts. |

To be contd.,,,
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