A gcene from Mahaﬁarsﬁ:a.

The following are some questions and answers taken from Mahabarata, providing the essence of
Hinduism;

Pandavas werg in exile in Tomest. The eldest - Yudhistra sent his brothers one by ane (a5 the others
il not return) in search of water, Finally he went and reached the edae af an enchanting poal. The
brothers lay dead a0 the bank. Giricf stricken he resolved to ascertain the cavse of Lheir death, He
approached the water to quench his thirse. As he reached for the water, a vaice rang oul "Yudhistra!
Lam the spirit of the lake, Do not touch the water, and iF you do you will be dead Just like your
brothers whe did nof heed my request. However if vou answer my questions then you may drink "
Yudhistra agrec,

: What kind of 2 man can be considersed the living dead, even though he breathes and is
respected and successful member of his Community?
Az A man who does not readly care for God . gucsts. elders of the family, ancestors and the divinily
within — such a man can be considered to b living dead.

Q: What is hegvier thun the earth? What is higher than the sky? What is Faster than the wimgl?
What is more numerous than the straw?

A A mother's pride and honour is heavier than the carth. The falher is higher than the sky. Our
desires My faster than the wind. The things that we warry shout are more numerous than the straw

: Who is the friend of the fraveller? Wha is the friend of houscholder? Who is the fricnd of
the dead?

Az A fellow traveller is ihe friend who journeys. The wife is the Triend of the householder. Ability
lo give generously that befriends the dead

Q: What should the true priest master? What makes him great? Whal makes him evil?
Az The true priest is the one who studies the Wedas in depth. Renunciation and ascetic
practices make him prear. Criticising and msulting others makes him evil,

Q: What limits the warrjor? What makes him evil?
A Fear lienits the warrior, Mot #iving shelter and protection to the weak and the needy make him
avil,

Q: What is Sanatang Dharma?
Az That which is everlasting and indestruciible is Fanatana dharo

Q: In this world, what is the highest kind of action? What enables men to rise above sorrow?
Friendship with which Lind of person, never ends?
Az Merey is the highest motive for action, Thase who are in control of the five senses can rise ibove
sorrow. Friendship with a wise and trpe man, who is not passion’s slave, never ends.

Please see page 45)
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